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’ Thank You for Being With Us This Evening!
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529 Standard 529 Comparison College Financial
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* The Problem 7 ——"
* The Financial Aid Formulas C-°“°9"'
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* Other People’s Money
*Your Money

« Strategies & Solutions
* Next Steps
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In the Moment

Parental Focus Timeline

Academics: Activities

COLLEGE FUNDING COACH

Little-Known Secrets of Paying for College

Prioritize What's Important

Assessment

Need for Critical
College
Information

Resume Apply/Financial Aid

IMPLEMENTATION

Quick Poll:

(oG
FUNDING
CONCH

Preschool Elementary School

Middle School

High School College
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COLLEGE FUNDING COACH

 COlEGE
The Problem... FECH&I\)CIHNG

Most Parents Have Their
Money in Two Places:

- Why Are We Here?
- We Help Families Create a Game Plan:
Do-It-Yourself vs. Follow a Guide

For most families, it's something like this...

16
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Four Different “Types” of Families:

High Merit/ Low Need

Low Merit/ Low Need

College Pre-Approval™

High Merit/ High Need

Low Merit/ High Need

Quick Poll: Where Do | Start?

Tm The Financial Aid Process
FUNDING
COACH'
Scholarships
Student Loans
Specific College Funding Tools
The “Little-Known SECRETS!"

Give It ALL to Mel

Something Else—Please Let Us Know

Average Cost of
Attendance
(2025-2026)

Public University
$30,990 (in-state)
$50,920 (out-of-state)
Private University
$65,470
Elite/lvy University
~$90,000+

Source: The College Board, “Trends in College Pricing” 2025

Student-Aid-2025-final_1pdf)
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And It’s Gotten Worse
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Inflation
Since 2000
(4/2026)

§ 5 3335355558733

23

COLLEGE FUNDING COACH

Little-Known Secrets of Paying for College

INVESTIGATION EXPLORATION IMPLEMENTATION

And is Projected to Keep Getting Worse! (i
FUNDING
Future Four-Year College Costs COACH
$700,000
$600,000
$500,000
$400,000 5407.3%7 W Public (in-state)
M Public (out-of-state)
$300.000 W Private
$200,000
. II III II
il |
"~ Age1s Age 15 Age 12 . Aged Newborn
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Applying For
Financial Aid
NOW!

«  The FAFSA (SAI)

* The CSS Profile (EFC)
(=167 Undergraduate Schools)
More Detailed:
Non-Custodial Parents
Home Equity

* The School’s Institutional Forms

COA (Cost of Attendance)
=SAl (Student Aid Index) or
EEC (Expected Family Contribution

= Your Family’s Financial Need

26

FINANCIAL NEED

3 =
: %" Amount of Aid
% = for Which Youl
: Family is
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Assessable

The Deparimant of Ecucation cal

Total College Co: o Student Aid
Each Year Index (SAI)

Assets Income Assets Income

Bank Accounts Wages Retirement Plan Assets + Finandial Aid

Investments Rental Income Primary Residence * Food Stamps r 1

529 Plans Business Income Family Farm +  Pension Rollovers R Students Total SAI
oome Zasets oome Aty

UGMA & UTMA Interest & Dividends Small Business * Loans How

Investment Property IRA or KEOGH Life Insurance

Trump Accounts e Annuities Financial Aid
Child Support Household Items et s

Persons Det Bealy
Works: e S

379 plan st bmancen wod it wmn

2%-4T%+ 5.68% § Son v

20 pana, ¥ v

1. Based on federal methodology for 2026-27 school year. Federal financial aid to change. Please P
information. To learn more about how SA s calculated,
3 Frovaced amoant o parenclIncorne s besed on o SeSER e, rotected Is based on age and marital d excludes pri

residence and retirement accounts

Institutional financial aid eligibility Calculate Your SAI/EFC for Free:

Many colieges use the CSS Proble (o caled the hutitionsl Methos
etorrmare your feancisl ad ebgbity

o) 1o calcuine the Expected Famiy Contributien (EFC) 1o

(OLLEGE FUNDING COACH

Send your kids to
college without

How
Financial Aid

going broke.
Really ;

Works:

s e (e Ve = e+ e

Bt e e pevhin.

2% o e ey b B b e
1.The CSs Profile s used v da their own Institutional Methodology. § o o e e e # e
2. Parent asset treatment differs by college and may include home equity, retirement plans and business/farm value. <

TheCollegeFundingCoach.org %
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https://fsapartners.ed.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/202627StudentAidIndexSAIandPellGrantEligibilityGuide.pdf?secureweb=Acrobat

Grant Reality 2024-25 (Need-Based)*

5796 Percent of families receiving grants

T Total cost covered by grants at:
Average

Willwe geta
amount $6,180 Foderal Pel

Concept

VS.

60% Percent of families receiving scholarships

Reality: o
@:::t $8,004

Total cost covered by scholarships at:

Private colege | ENEIN 0.3%
Public colloge Sfccroon shisenny
receive enough grants.
Communtty college oo
1o cover all costs.

0.2025. 2. U S,

20262

What'’s the BEST Way to Pay for College?  Fri¥iNG

COACH

People’s

33
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Little-Known Secrets of Paying for College

INVESTIGATION e o EXPLORATION IMPLEMENTATION MONITORING

@ ~ $55.7B ) EMORY = $12.08 @ ~$738 @ ~$4.0B

=, <
@ ~$4428 g@ ~$11.2B omon = $3.28
s¥XAg - . -
S ~$38.1B 3 ~$1098 o =5208
l COLLEGE
~$36.4B -~ $8.5B AR <5278
% % RICE =

& =$20.1B n ~$738
NYU
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How Do You Access This Money?

FAg“dey\tﬁ\}\Q‘\ Financial Aid Dates to Remember

Class of 2027

Financial Aid for Class of 2027

College Begins Fall 2027

College Admission Applications Fall - Winter 2026

CSS Profile Available October 1, 2026
FAFSA Available October 1, 2026

Tax Year Figures Used (Base Year) 2025 (Prior-Prior Year)
Asset Figures Used As of the Day You File

35

But What if | Make Too Much Money to

Qualify for Need-Based Aid???

FAFSA & CSS Profile are Both Heavily Driven by
Income. However, We Still Recommend That You
Complete the Forms For the Following Reasons:

* You Could be Eligible at Some Schools

* Many Schools Are Need-Aware (Not-Need Blind)
* Financials on File in Case of Future Problem
* Merit Aid Requirements
* Unsubsidized Loans

Now, let’s Look at Using
Our Own Money...

COLLEGE FUNDING COACH'

Little-Known Secrets of Paying for College

INVESTIGATION

IMPLEMENTATION MONITORING

Let’s Get Creative & Efficient

0 College is NOT Just About Need-Based Aid
o Understand Nuances Between FAFSA & CSS

e Any Extenuating Circumstances?

O How About Merit-Based Aid?

e Think About the Efficiency of YOUR MONEY.
e How Does College Impact Your Overall Plan?

Check out our blog post, “14 Ways
to Minimize Student Loans!”
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Ways to Save and

Pay for College Funding Higher Education How Do You Choose?

How the typical family pays for college (the
average percentage of the fotal cost of
attendance paid from each source):
UGMA/UTMA

Education Savings Bonds (Series | or EE) wScrolaships &Gronfs  mRebifives & Fencs
Coverdell ESA (Formerly Educational IRA) mStuden fsincome & Savings®Parent sinc ome & Savings 529 Plans
mStuden t Bar owing =Parent Batowing

Loans, Grants, Scholarships
Section 127 Employer Assistance Programs
Borrowing Against Retirement Plans

o 4 FINANCIAL AID The bottom line is that there are
ity W\ FORMULA myriad ways to save and pay for

Leveraging Real Estate Equity
Cash Value Life Insurance oo college. Each of th?m has pros
Post 9/11 Gl Bill/R.O.T.C. and cons. The key s to
Section 529 College Savings Plans ESA ! ‘ Recote understand the formula,

* Pre-Paid Variety e

+ Savings Variety Household Size et o Mo and
Trump Accounts (s m/ build a strategic plan!

-~/ Savings - #1in College

pavsiorcoleo:

529 Plans: State Tax Benefits

What Are Others Doing?

. . . . Missed
Percentage of Families Using Each Vehicle: Copertines B Most states
e These states offer potential tax
$1.7 trillion breaks on contributions made only

Education sevings to in-state 529 plans.
bl cutaicto tax-

acsantaged 529 plana’

Tax Parity States

Te MAS These states offer a tax deduction
e e e for contributing to any 529 plan,
28% including out-of-state plans that
Taxcblelnvesment s may be more attractive than the
Families nct saving in-state option: Arizona, Arkansas,
B ot Kansas, Maine, Minnesota,

Prepad Tuition Plans

Missouri, Montana, Ohio,
Pennsylvania.

savomon 4%

in cash " Tax-Nevtral States
Farnies have vsed e These states offer no state tax
retirernent funce 1o deduction for 529 plan
Py tor colwge’ o o
contributions: Alaska, California,
Florida, Hawaii, Kentucky,
B B > ~ ~ , Nevada, New Hampshire, North
10% 20% 30% 0% 50% 60% Carolina, South Dakota,
As o June 2026, Arkansas offrslarger tax decuction for contributions: Tennessee, Texas, Washingfon,

@ sy sates @ roereumsne @ woerstes

Q

Sources: 1. 18$ Market Intelligence, 529 Industry Analysis 2025. 2. Society of Actuaries, ‘tax credit, depending on income. Consult the plans for more details. Wyoming

June 2023. Based on survey respondents saving for both refirement and college.

41 42
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Do You Have
the Right 529
Plan?

Welcome to the 529 Plan
Comparison Calculator

Use this tool to compare and contrast different 529
college savings plans.

What Abou
Trump
Accounts?

woexromo 111yl <0.10%
e byl

TARNINGS GROW
TAX OCPERRED

=5 ol
ADULT ADULY
Aw1p Ay

EDUCATION HOMEBUYER MEOICAL
Oumtect irer p® MO0y Meath e Prmkare
oo Cxrnen s T o

529 Plans: Federal Flexibility vs.

State Tax Treatment

Federal Rules: Broad Qualified Uses

State Rules: The Due-Diligence Filter

Higher Education: College, Grad School, Trade/Vocational, Accredited
International Schools

@ K-12 Education: $20,000/Student/Year in 2026; Expanded Beyond Tuition

[ ] i iceship Program Costs

@ Student Loans: $10,000 Lifetime Per Borrower; Beneficiary + Eligible
Siblings

@ Credentialing: Certifications, Licensing Exams and Required
Continuing Education

@ Unused Funds: Possible 529-to-Roth IRA Rollover, Subject to Strict
Limitations

Potential State Tax

ms or No May Allow Use, But wit May Treat K-12/Newer
Material State Income- Rocapture, Add-Back, Uses as Nonqualified.
Taxlssues Timing or Rollover Rules.

K-12 State Nonconformity Watchlist

F ti

ategories May Lag State Conformit

Sources: RS 520 guidance. SavingForCollege siats-conformiy esearch. and sate 529 plan disclosurs
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The College Cost-Saving Playbook

Before College Starts

While Enrolled

Strategic Pathways

+ AP/IB and CLEP Exams for College Credit

+ Dual/Concurrent Enroliment

+ Community College Articulation Agreements
« Gap Year +Work

« State Grant Programs (DCTAG, TN Promise,
GA HOPE, NY Excelsior, etc.)

+ Target The Right Schools

- Appeal Aid Offers

« Live @ Home or Off-Campus When Practical
« Use Public Transit or Campus Shuttles

« Buy Used, Rented, or Digital Textbooks

+ Tutor, Research, or Work in a Lab

+ Use Meal Plans Wisely

+ Become a Resident Assistant

« Avoid the Fifth Year Trap!

« Ask for Professional Judgment if
Circumstances Change

« Take Summer or Winter Courses
« Online Courses @ Accredited Colleges

« Apprenticeships or Co-op Programs for Credit
« Accelerated Degree (4-Year Degree in 3-Years)
« Strategic Study Abroad Partnerships

« Parent Employment @ University

« Crowdfunding or Family Arrangements

46
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The Community College Option

Some Students Choose to Live at Home and Attend Community
College in Their Freshman and Sophomore Years

Four-Year Costs With and Without Community College Based on Child's Current Age:

i = AT COMMUNITY COLLEGE/TWO YEARS AT FOUR-YEAR PUBLIC COLLEGE
35000 ‘ 8 FOLR YEARS AT FOUR YEAR PUBLIC COLLEGE s26a139
$200.000
SAVE 40%
150000

sa14y
$100.000
$50000
%

Age 18 Ao 15 A9 Ages Age3  Newbom

Age
Source: J.P. Morgan Asset using The C 15 Trends in College Pr Aid 2025,
fees. four-year, in C

foinflate 5% per year. Average fuion,
uition and fees for an in-district sfudent.

A Really Simple Strategy

Most Students Take More Than Four Years to Earn Degrees,
Which Increases Total College Costs

The High Price of Not Graduating on Time 49%

gracuste within
Aypan

How to
graduate faster

32%

high schoolers take
A e t0 eam

Gradude in4 Years $111,417

Gradude in5 Years $142.838

cotimge crecttat
Gradude iné Years $175.829 taka cologe
cournes atie st
In high school
$0 $50,000 $100,000 $150,000 $200,000 o

47

Tuition Reciprocity Programs

Send Your Kids to Out-of-State Schools for In-State Prices

g- -~

Top Programs:

» Academic Common Market
» Western Undergraduate Exchange

>» New England Regional Student Program
» Midwest Student Exchange

.~.~—A——-v~ . S g tarte trirgy @) e tnper Mo et o .nn—n-.-:m

49
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COLLEGE FUNDING COACH

Little-Known Secrets of Paying for College

IMPLEMENTATION MONITORING

7/8/26
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How About Taxes (or Fees)?

T

(COLLEGE
FUNDING
COACH'

3,':"" TA x_\r’?/f "K‘\ TA l_\“«“

~

For High Income or Net Worth Families:

 COILEGE
FUNDING
(0ACH*

o The “Rockefeller Strategy”
© Create a Tax “Scholarship”

(3] Superfunding or Dynasty 529 Planning
o Family Foundations, Trusts or DAFs
e Redeploying Current Cash Flow

@ Real Estate Strategies

COLLEGE
FUNDING

Anyone Pay Too Much in Taxes? (DI

 COILEGE
FUNDING
(OACH*

The Rockefeller Strategy

Create Multigenerational Wealth

/4

The Vanderbilts

The Rockefellers and

But First...A Tale of Two VERY Wealthy Families:

7/8/26
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The Rockefeller Strategy

Create Multigenerational Wealth—The Wrong Way

VANDERBILTS:
v" No Trust Structure: Assets passed directly to heirs, with no restrictions.
v’ Extravagant Spending: Emphasis on luxury lifestyles and social status without
reinvesting into sustainable assets.

v Lack of Stewardship: Heirs were not prepared or incentivized to manage the
wealth prudently.

v No Long-Term Wealth Transfer or Life Insurance Strategy: Wealth distribution
lacked replenishment, leading to quick depletion.

v Short-Term Wealth Transfer: No structured plan to preserve or grow wealth
across generations.

The Rockefeller Strategy

The Result?
\ﬂ
( \
O
Creates Perpetual Wealth Teaches Financial Responsibility

A trust-supported “pot of Helps instill stewardship and
money” for critical needs like /'\ sound financial decision-

education, healthcare, or [0)®)
starting a business K

Aligns with Family Values

making across generations.

Adds structure to governance while
shielding assets from lawsuits,
creditors, and financial
mismanagement.

The Rockefeller Strategy

Create Multigenerational Wealth—The Right Way

ROCKEFELLERS:

v Trusts and Structured Planning: Set up irrevocable family trusts to control
how wealth was used over time.

v Reinvestment: Focused on growing wealth through business ventures,
philanthropy, and new investments.

v Financial Education: Educated heirs on how to manage wealth responsibly
through trusts and legacy systems.

v Use of Permanent Life Insurance: Policies on multiple generations, with
death benefits feeding back into trusts to replenish assets.

v Long-Term Control: Family trusts ensured funds were used for productive
purposes (business, education, philanthropy).

Create a Tax “Scholarship”

o Shifting Appreciated Assets From Parent to
Child(ren)

(2] Hiring Kids in a Family Business

7/8/26
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Create a Tax “Scholarship”

Gifting To Your Child
(Assuming Student is in the 0 or 10% Tax Bracket)

XYZ Stock Current Market Value $26,200
XYZ Stock Purchase Price (Basis) $10,000
Capital gains of XYZ Stock $16,200

Capital Gains Tax to Parent (@ 23.8%) $3,855

Gift the XYZ stocktoa  Staged Liquidation of $2,700
in Gains Per Year Over 6 Years

Capital Gains Tax to Student (0%) S0

Kiddie Tax Watch: For 2026, a chid's unecmed income above $2.700 may be foxed ot the porents’ margina e,
which can reduce o efiminate the expecied 0% capitai-gains benefi.

. . " COLLFGE
For Business Owners—Section 127 Plan: H(%?chw

$5,250 After-Tax College Payment Made by Parents
32% (32% Federal Marginal Tax Rate)
Tax Cost

$7,721

$5,250
32%

- $1,680 Business Deduction

$3,570

Pre-Tax Amount Needed to Make $5,250 College Payment

Pre-Tax Tuition Reimbursement Made by Business
(32% Federal Marginal Tax Rate)

Net Cost to Business For $5,250 College Reimbursement

Pre-Tax Amount Needed to Make $5,250 College Payment
Net Cost to Business for $5,250 College Reimbursement
+ $3,360 Annual Net Tax Savings

Annual Net Tax Savings

Create a Tax “Scholarship”

Hiring Your Child

(Assuming $415,000 Base Income For Parents in 2026)

Earned Income Paid to Parent (Wages): $15,000
Parent’s Federal Marginal Tax Rate (32%) x 32%
Federal Tax When NOT Shifting Income to Child: $4,800
Earned Income Paid to Student (Wages): $15,000
Student’s Standard Deduction (Single Filers) -$15,000
Student’s Federal Marginal Tax Rate (0%) x 0%
Federal Tax When Shifting Income to Child: $0

$4,800 $19,200

Annual Tax 4 Year Tax
Savings Savings

60

Redeploying Current Cash Flow

Where Do Most
People Have Their
Money (Two Places)?

7/8/26

15



Does This Sound Like a
Good Strategy to You?

All Deposits in the Account are Not Safe From Loss of Principal.

The Customer May Pay More Than the Minimum Monthly Contributions, But Not Less. If the Customer Attempts to
Pay Less, the Financial Institution Keeps All Previous Contributions.

If the Customer Misses a Monthly Payment, it Negatively Impacts Their Credit Score.
Each Contfribution Made to the Account is Not Liquid and Results in Less Safety and Increased Tax Liability.

in the Account Earns a 0% Rate of Retur

SOUND FAMILIAR?

THE RESULT

The @ 47 Years Old Old Money. $466096
Q ua I ified Contributions: $494.229
e Will Work Until Age 67 Match $148.269
P I an Total: $1,108,594
Problem 9 Will Live Until Age 90
$100,000 in Old Money > Payment $97493
Federal Tax @ 22% -$21.448
. $10,000 in Deferral Contributions A te T: 5
Deferring money to an o (Unmatched) -t Tax e O 33850
unmatched retirement Net Income: $70,195
plan can cost you @ $3.000 in Matching Funds
significant taxes and Deferring unmatched dollars
reduce your net @ 8% Annual Yield may reduce your take-home
income by more than 25%.,

retirement income.

Let's compare the
alternatives.

O tome r~ e

Mortgage Interest
% L

Rath of Appeeclation May Be Tax-Deductible
/ on Home
il o

3-7% May Be Better Than

“

a Private Source College Loan

Rate of Return

L,__ on Home Equity

0%

x Maximum Tax Deduction
a is Now $750,000
f'\

$ Can Be Used to
x2/  Increase Cash Flow

Remember: Home Equity Lines of Credit are no longer
tax-deductible for purposes other than home improvements!

Utilize Tax-Advantaged Investments (ol
That Can Be Used for College OR Retirement "

0 Section 529 Plans

Sam Your
Partner!

@ Roth IRAs or Roth 401(k)s
* Tax-Free Growth & Withdrawals
* Roth Distributions Avoid 10% Early Withdrawal Penalty
* “Backdoor” Roth IRA

©® Municipal Bonds

* Tax-Free Growth & Withdrawals

0 Cash-Value Life Insurance
* Non-Assessable Asset
* Guaranteed Safety of Principal
* Tax-Free Growth & Withdrawals
* Tax-Free Death Benefit

66
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The GOOD News is That...

You Can Do It. And We Can Help!

=

Comprehensive Focus on College Attend More Prestigious,
Financial Plannin i i Less Crowded or Private
9 Funding Strategies Schools for the Same Net Cost
as State Schools.

Become an Informed Buyer & Start Early!

The Conversation Continues...

Today is Just the Start. Connect With The College Funding
Coach®in One of Three Ways:

Our Free Free Personalized
Mini-Vault! Consultation

“ Join our Facebook Group, Too!

Search: Little-Known Secrets of Paying for College

69

70

70

COLLEGE FUNDING COACH'

Little-Known Secrets of Paying for College

INVESTIGATION

IMPLEMENTATION

MONITORING

DAN SULLIVAN
- DR.BENJAMIN HARDY

7/8/26
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Comprehensive Planning With a

Focus on College

Six-Step Family Strategy for College Savings Sanity

Investigation Confidential

Impl tati
Understanding mplementation

The"g?ellege Exploration

Evaluation

>

Calculate Your Own
College Money Report™:

(ol
FONDING

What's Next?

What You Can Do TODAY to Begin Navigating The Best Way
to Save & Pay for College in FIVE Easy Steps!

*

College Aid Pro

What Do Colleges Think You Can Afford?2 (SAl & EFC)
What Can You Actually Afford? (College Pre-Approval)
Find the Most Generous Schools

Understand the Out-of-Pocket Costs

Close the Gap @ Each School

Bringing it All Together

High Merit/ High Need

! » SAl Reduction
» 100% of Need Met

High Merit/ Low Need

» School Selection
> Merit Aid

» Private Scholarship

» Merit Aid
» Test Prep » Private Scholarship
» Tax Strategies » Test Prep

College Pre-Approval™

Low Merit/ High Need

» SAl Reduction
» 100% of Need Met

» Timely Applications

Low Merit/ Low Need

» School Selection
) Test Prep

» Tax Strategies

&

College Aid Pro

74
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Coll'p Ald Pre
w
Academics Financial Aid Family Financials

Po Icy/

Find The Most Generous Schools
$$$$$

Please Provide us With Your Feedback on the Survey or
Schedule Directly or Call and speak with Bernadette!

Schedule a Free
Consultation Directly

Bernadette Boyle

cesurvey.org 571-296-4075

77

Quick Poll:

(oG
FUNDING
CONCH

Let's Do This...We're Ready!

Totally Good On The Oldest..But
We Have Two (or More)!

COLLEGE FUNDING COACH'

Litle-Known Secrets of
Paying for College

Join Nearly 20,000 Parents
Just Like You!

7/8/26
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Address

Disclosures:

1. All Material ©2002-2026 by The College Funding Coach®. Any reuse or reproduction without the express
written permission of The College Funding Coach® will be considered copyright infingement and will be
punished to the fullest extent of the law.

Contact 2. Hypothetical examples are for illustrative purposes only. Figures and rates of return are not intended to be
representative of any particular product or strategy.

3. The information contained in this material is provided with the understanding that it is not intended to be
interpreted as specific tax or legal advice. Individuals are encouraged to seek the guidance of their own
Website personal legal or tax professional.

4. References to mortgage financing are not intended to be recommendations to refinance a mortgage to
pay for college expenses. The strategies are conceptual in nature, and for illustrative purposes only.

5. The preceding presentation is provided by The College Funding Coach® for educational purposes.

3  @collegefundingc f @thecollegefundingcoach

§ Private FB Group:
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